
Thank you to everyone who 

attended the dinner, and to 

everyone who pledged to donate 

to NEED.  Your contributions 

will help sustain our continued 

progress. 

Lastly, thank you to our board 

and staff for your time and effort 

in making the dinner a success.  

Congratulations to our 

awardees! 

NEED held its 54th Annual 

Scholarship Dinner on March 2, 

2017 at the Wyndham Grand in 

downtown Pittsburgh.  The 

event was yet again a success 

that featured a night of 

recognition, inspiration, 

gratitude, and celebration of 

Pittsburgh genius.   

Dinner chairs Mr. and Mrs. 

Marc and Berniece Nyarko 

welcomed attendees to the 

dinner before the introduction of 

the 50 scholarship awardees to 

the audience.  During the 

ceremony, the recipientsô 

scholarship and college plans 

were announced as they were 

individually recognized.  After 

dinner was served, those in 

attendance were treated to a 

riveting spoken word/dance 

performance. 

All of NEEDôs programs were 

recognized with words from 

current and former participants  

of the programs, as well as some 

of  the program directors.  

The graduating class of the 

African American Male 

Mentoring Initiative, which 

boasts a 100% graduation rate 

this year, saluted the crowd, and 

members of the junior high 

Gentlemenôs Club were also 

presented.  Members of the 

STEM program, Future NEED 

Scholars, and the HBCU 

Academy also spoke. 

We would like to give a special 

thank you to the dinnerôs 

headline sponsor, Highmark, 

platinum sponsor, Lamar, 

university sponsor, PNC, and all 

of our scholarship and graduate 

level sponsors.  Without your 

support, this NEED tradition 

would not be possible. 
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